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Board Officers Continue 


The Board of Directors of the National 
Service Board for Religious Objectors met in 
its annual reorganization meeting on October 13, 
W. Harold Row continues as Chairman of the 
Board, William T, Snyder, Herman Will, Jr. 
and Girven H, Culley also continue in their 
respective posts as Vice Chairman, Recording 
Secretary and Treasurer, 

In addition to electing officers, the Board 
heard reports from the staffon the pastyear of 
work in the NSBRO, The Executive Secretary 
reported a continuing need for the service to 
conscientious objectors. There are many let- 
ters of inquiry about legal provisions for con- 
scientious objectors or about Selective Service 
regulations relevant to the CO, Many of these 
letters eventually involve considerable corres- 
pondence before the individual secures the de- 
sired classification, or else exhausts all legal 
remedies and has to decide whether or not to 
violate the draft law. 

The Board noted with great concern that 
many persons seeking separation from the 
armed forces on account of conscientious objec- 
tion are still meeting extreme difficulty, "Bona 
fide CO's can usually obtain a discharge from 
the Air Force with little difficulty (except for 
the time involved in handling these through 
channels), Discharges fromthe Navy are often 
more difficult, but separations from the Army 
are much the most difficult", the Executive 
Secretary said. "We have a growing list of 
persons who have sought discharges from the 
Army Reserves and have thus far been without 
success. A general policy providing for dis- 
charge for CO's from each of the armed services 
is very much needed, " 

On the CO film "Alternatives" the Board 
learned that organizational and individual con- 
tributions had covered the cost of production, 
Since the release of the film in January, 100 


prints have been distributed, Of these, Method- 
ist groups have bought 29, the American Friends 
Service Committee 17, Church of the Brethren 
groups 17, and the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
14, Purchases by the NSBRO and seven other 
religious groups totaled 22 prints. One print 
was purchased by the Evansville Library, 
Indiana, About 35,000 copies of a brochure 
describing the film have gone to these various 
agencies to promote the use of the film, 


Colonel’s Son Protests California 


ROTC Policy 


An Air Force colonel's son began a seven- 
day fast in protest against compulsory enroll- 
ment in the Reserve Officers Training Corps 
at the University of California, according to a 
news report of October 20 from Berkeley, 
California, 

Frederick Lawrence Moore, Jr., 18, said 
he objected to "killing and any action aiding war 
or the purposes of war."' Moore, a freshman 
and a mathematics student, claimed conscien- 
tious objectionto military training, but admit- 
tedly is not a practicing member of any church, 

Moore's father is assigned to the Research 
and Development Division at the Pentagon. The 
family resides in Arlington, Virginia, Moore's 
mother does not agree with her son's position; 
his father, ona business trip toColorado, was 
expected to fly to California to talk with his son. 

In addition to fasting, Moore is circulating 
a petition which says: ‘We feel that students 
who cannot participate in military training due 
to their religious and conscientious beliefs 
should not be required to take ROTC, "' 

As a land grant school, the University of 
California offers ROTC courses. Its Board of 
Regents has made enrollmentcompulsory. The 
student body has voted a recommendation that 
enrollment be voluntary, First to sign Moore's 
petition was David J. Armor, president of the 
15,000 Associated Students of U. C. 
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NSBRO Attorney -Advisor 
Recent Court Cases Involving CO's 


CARRIKER v. UNITED STATES, 269 F2d 
31, decided June 16, 1959. In finding James 
Edward Carriker guilty of violating the Selective 
Service Act, the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals 
adopted the opinion of District Court Judge 
Warlick (168 F, Supp. 888), and went on to ob- 
serve that the evidence showed that Carriker 
did not join church (Rocky Pines True Light 
Church of Christ of Monroe, N. C.) “until 
nearly nine months after he had registered for 
military service. It was also shown that he at 
no time indicated conscientious objection to 
military service to friends or acquaintances. 
It should be observed that the appellant makes 
no contention of procedural unfairness or irreg- 
ularity, and as the District Court's opinion 
demonstrates, there is sufficient basis in the 
facts, in the light of the very limited permissi- 
ble judicial review, to support the conclusion 
of the Draft Board," 

(Note: A resume of the District Court opin- 
ion appeared in the March 1959 REPORTER.) 


Probation Is Given Non-registrant 


John Gary Stoltenberg of El Cerrito, Cali- 
fornia, on October 8, 1959, was convicted of a 
draft law violation, received an 18 month sus- 
pended sentence, and was placed on five years 
of probation for refusing to register under the 
draftlaw. Because of religious convictions, 
Stoltenberg, a member of the Church of the 
Brethren, felt unable to register, and even 
prior to his eighteenth birthday informed the 
Attorney General of his views and intentions. 
Defense Attorney in the case was George Brunn, 
San Francisco, 

Judge George B. Harris, in the United States 
District Court for the Northern District of 
California, conditioned the probation on Stolten- 
berg's acceptance of work with the Brethren 
Service Commission, which had given earlier 


approval, Stoltenberg has already begun his 
service under the BSC as a normal control 
patient at the National Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda, Maryland, 

The decision by Judge Harris is similar to 
one in the case of J. A. Mendel of Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. For refusal of induction he was 
sentenced in 1955 to work three years with the 
Mennonite Central Committee, followed by two 
years of probation, The maximum penalty for 
a draft law violation is five years imprison ~ 
ment, or a fine up to $10,000, or both, 


Work Refusal Gets Amish Youth 
Two Years 


For failing to report for a civilian work 
assignment, Joe S, Bonntraeger of Kenton, 
Ohio, was sentenced to two years in prison, 
Bonntraeger, 23, was arrested on August 25 
after he failed to report for work with the Indiana 
State Board of Health. Federal Court Judge 
William E. Steckler sentenced the youth on 
September 4, 1959, in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
Newspaper reports did not tell where he is to 
be imprisoned, 

At the time of his registration Bonntraeger 
had lived inIndiana and was under the jurisdic- 
tion of the La Grange draft board, Earlier this 
year they had sent him his order to report for 
civilian work, He declined to comply with the 
order for religious reasons, 

Bonntraeger pleaded guilty, 
accept the services of the court-appointed 
attorney, nor was other counsel employed. 
With Bonntraeger in court were his wife Ann, 
and his parents, Mr. and Mrs, Samuel Bonn- 
traeger, His father is president of the Amish 
school board in Hardin County, Ohio, 


Hershey Visits I-W’s in Europe 


General Lewis B, Hershey, Director of the 
Selective Service System, on official duty in 
Europe, paid a visit to the Mennonite Central 
Committee Frankfurt office while in Germany. 
He met there on September | with Peter Dyck, 
MCC's European Director and W. Harold Row, 


He did not 
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Executive Secretary of the Brethren Service 
Commission and Chairman of the NSBRO Board 
of Directors. 

A Mennonite report states that "Hershey 
showed keen interest inthe total MCC program, 
but his particular interest was the I-W man, 
When introduced to Pax personnel, General 
Hershey would frequently ask: 'Is this one of 
my boys?'" He planned to see more of “his 
boys" at the Enkenbach, Kaiserslautern, and 
Bad Duerkheim Pax stations before returning 
home in mid-November, 


Draft Law Summary by. 
Selective Service 


(The draft law has been extended for four 
years, until July 1, 1963, In the interest of 
making available information on Selective Ser- 
vice procedures such as registration, appeal, 
and deferment, we publish this series of arti- 
cles.) 

This is the fourth and final article in the 
series. 

In keeping with the decentralized, "grass 
roots'"' principles of Selective Service operation, 
decisions of local boards on classifications are 
final, But provision is made for appeals to 
volunteer civilian appeal boards under condi- 
tions specified in the law and regulations, 

An appeal may be takenfrom any classifica- 
tion except for Class IV-F, disqualified, or 
those indicating that a man is in the Armed 
Forces (Class I-C) or ina conscientious objec- 
tor civilian work program (Class I-W); or is 
over the age of liability (Class V-A). 

The registrant, a dependent, or an employee 
under certain conditions, may appeal from a 
classification, The basic period in which an 
appeal must be taken is 10 days, with longer 
periods when the registrant is outside of the 
country, The time period is counted from the 
date the local board mails the registrant a 
notice of classification, 

The government appeal agent, who is a 
volunteer advisor to the loca] board, may also 
appeal, as may the State Director or the National 
Director of Selective Service, 

An appeal is taken by written notice to the 
local board, but no particular form is required, 

If the appeal board's decision is unanimous, 
no further appeal rights exist except for the 
right of the State Director or the National 
Director to appeal to the presidential appeal 


board. 
If the appeal board's decision is by a split 


vote, the case may be appealed to the presiden- 
tial appeal board by the registrant and others 
entitled to take the first appeal. 

Another right given to the registrant is the 
right of a personal appearance before the board 
if requested within 10 days after the notice of 
classification is mailed, The right of personal 
appearance is in addition to the appeal rights. 

At age 17, a young man (with his parents' 
consent) may choose among a wide variety of 
wavs to begin the discharge of his total active 
duty and reserve obligation of atleast six years. 
He may enlist in the regular forces for 3 to 6 
years, He may enter a number of reserve or 
National Guard programs, He may even volun- 
teer, with parental consent, for induction for 
two years, 

Even after he registers for the draft at age 
18, he has ahead of him about five years in 
which to choose his own time and method of 
discharging the military obligation. As he 
gains more education, these opportunities widen 
to include various military programs leadirg 
toward a commission, 

But if he does not make his own choice, at 
around age 23 he may expect induction if he is 
acceptable and not deferred or exernpt. And 
even though he may be unacceptable, or deferred 
or exempt when his normal turn to serve comes, 
he may still be put in Class I-A if at any time 
up to his 35th birthday he loses the deferment 
or exemption, or the cause of his disqualifica- 
tion is removed, 

If he should be reclassified in Class I-A 
before age 26, and is not a father, he would 
probably be the oldest man available and accept- 
able in his local board and, therefore, the first 
to be called, 

Because of the need for manpower in the 
Armed Forces, seven out of ten men under 
present conditions have entered service volun- 
tarily or by induction before age 26, The other 
three out of tenare almostall disqualified men, 
Of the qualified men, more than nine out of ten 
have entered service before age 26, The few 
remaining are those who went over age 26 in a 
deferred or exempt status, 

By 1963, government manpower experts 
estimate that of all men, 5,5 out of 10, and 8 
out of 10 qualified men, will have entered ser- 
vice by age 26, Higher standards nowin effect 
disqualify more men. 

Virtually no nonfathers, qualified and avail- 
able, are now “escaping'' service orwill do so 
through 1963, 





Volunteers Needed at NIH 


As a result of an expanding, intensified re- 
search program at the National Institutes of 
Health, more young men and women are needed 
to volunteer as normal control patients. Both 
the Brethren Srvice Commission and the Menno- 
nite Central Committee have been cooperating 
with the medical center for more thanfive years 
in recruiting volunteers for this research pro- 
ject at Bethesda, Maryland, 

Studies ofheart, blook, diets, body process- 
es and the effects of drugs are carried on in 
order to determine what normal health is and 
how a sick body really differs from a normal one. 
The tests are not anattempt at finding dramatic 
cures, but they do serve the very vital function 
of providing data which will lead to a better un- 
derstanding of illness. Brethrenand Mennonite 
volunteers serve in 150 projects of various types 
in the National Institutes of Arthritis and Meta- 
bolic Diseases, the National Heart Institute and 
the National Institute of Mental Health. 

All research projects have careful design, 
screening and performance. Volunteers serve 
without hazard, although sometimes with tem- 
porary discomforts, ''Though the procedures 
cannot be called 'enjoyable' from the normal 
volunteers' standpoint, ''writes one NIH volun- 
teer, "'they do have certain intangible compe 
sations, Primarily, of course, these volunteers 
have a deep satisfaction of knowing that they 
are helping in a program of research that may 
ultimately lead to the discovery of better ways 
of treating the sick, 

Mr, Willard Maginnis, NIH official in charge 
of recruitment for this program and Mr, Alfred 
Oddo, Selective Service Administrator of the 





Conscientious Objector Work Program, are 
hopeful that this project which sodramatically 
contributes to the ''national health, safety, and 
interest'"' might not be short of personnel for 
experiments when staff and facilities are avail- 
able, Many conscientious objectors have in the 
past served in this program, Youth with an 
interest in medical research and related 
sciences mey find opportunities at NIH to acquire 
background and skills in their fields. 

The Brethren Service Commission, Elgin, 
Dllinois, and the Mennonite Central Committee, 
Akron, Pennsylvania, are presently the only 
agencies recruiting volunteers for this program, 
However, volunteers need not be members of 
the Church of the Brethren or of a Mennonite 
Church in order to qualify, 


I-W Work Abroad Serves as Pattern 


Europeans are not taking more than casual 
interest in the work of the alternative service 
workers at the Karlsschule in Vienna, Austria, 
Although there has been generalinterest in the 
rebuilding of the war-damaged protestant school, 
recently the project has been the subject of 
feature articles in three periodicals of the 
Evangelische Kirche (Protestant Church), 
Dr, Walter Schricker in an article entitled 
“Wehrdienst Ohne Waffen" ( Military Service 
Without Weapons), suggests that service such 
as this may serve as a pattern for Germany's 
alternative service law, 

The work at the school is jointly sponsored 
by the protestants of Austria, the Brethren 
Service Commission, and the Mennonite Central 
Committee. Five classes now meet in the new 
building, It is hoped that the entire building 
will be completed by next fall, 
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